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ISSUE 58

It only seems five minutes snce the last
Deceamber isaue of the Working Party News but
| consider that the past year has been a turning
point in Phasell.

We have d last put the problem of the Nuittall’s
bund lehind ws and are making real progress
on Stage 31, the first 321 metres of lining back
from the sump at Drayton Beauchamp. A third
of the pipe caping has been completed and
bulk excavation is rapidly approaching the end
of this dage.

The design has now been al but finalised using
halow concrete blocks. It now turns out that
the firms quating for solid concrete blocks had
been using a 10 Hocks/sq.m. formula that does
nat apply to the solid blocks as these ae being
manufadured to a smaller size so as to comply
with Hedth & Safety requirements and are, in
fad, considerably more expensive than hdlow
concrete blocks even after alowing for filli ng
the hal ow blocks with concrete.

The target next yea is to have the first half of
Stage 31 (150 metres) in water (at Wendower
level) with a temporary bund. This will be
gredly asssted by the help we will be getting
next yea from visiting goups, particularly a
week-long work party in August with BITM.

The downside to progressat present is the wet
wedher we are experiencing. This delayed the
next 20 metres of pipe cgpng a the
Decenber work party as it would have been
very unwise to transport dumpers of ready-mix
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from Little Tring in the very muddy condtions
a places adong the route. Fortunately bulk
excavation was able to progress withou delay
so there was no hdd up in the use of hired
plant.

It was posgble to transport ready-mix concrete
to footbridge 4 so we were dle to ered the
formwork and cast the east end wing walls
ready for badkfilling and construction d the
diverted footpath to the new bridge in dwe
course.



Phasell , Stage 31 —L ining and mooring 4100to 4421

As aready mentioned above, buk excavation is neaing completion and nealy a third of the pipe
cgpping completed. One can orly wonder how much further forward we would have been if we had
not had to spend two nine-day work parties on Nuttall’s bund

Phase Il , Stage 34 —Lining and mooring 3050to 3400

No further work has taken place sincethe last newsdl etter.

Phase Il , Stage 38 —Footbridge 4

The timber handrail s of the footbridge have now settled down much better than was thought possble
at first so it has been agree to fill and sand them in the Spring (Option 1) and hoge that this will
suffice if nat the capping d the handrail with a 145x 34 sedion redwood (Option 2 has been vaed
the best aternative.

The eat end wing walls have now been completed ready for badkfilling and construction d the
diverted foatpath. There has been no news of the Footpath Diversion Order being arranged by Herts
County Courxil but the new footbridge can be used by the puldic once dl work is completed bu the
existing route over the cana bed canna be dosed urtil the Diversion Order is effective.

It is not intended to complete the west end wing walls whilst there is priority work to be dore &
Drayton Beauchamp.

Phasell , Stage 39 —Footbridge 4A

The work onthe handrail sis as for Bridge 4 above.
It isintended to cast the west end wing wall s at the January work party, weather permitting so that the
footbridge can be opened for use but it is nat intended to compl ete the eat end wing wall s whil st there
is priority work to be dore at Drayton Beauchamp.

Waterproaof clothing

Mike Wright has some surplus waterproof clothing for disposal. Will anyone interested please cntact
Mike, Tel No. 01727 860137.

Festival 2006

JohnBroom, our Treasurer, has now closed the books with afinal profit figure of £41,145.10.

Web Site

The addressof the Trust Restoration web site managed by Oliver Reve (that is linked to the main

Trust site) is:
http://wendovercanal.org.uk/




Drayton Beauchamp Parish M eding

This body, which represent the interests of the
residents of the hamlet of Drayton Beauchamp,
jointly with Bucks Cournty Council, funded the
provison d asea and daque & Saxon Bridge,
the bridge arrying the new A41 Aston Clinton
by-passover the Wendower Arm Canal.

They asked the Trust if they would install the
sea and daque andin July, Bob Fletcher led a
small groupto install the sea and in November
Ray Orth and | fixed the plague to Saxon
Bridge.

The name of the bridge is derived from the
finding of a Saxon buia site when the route of
the by-passwas being investigated and ore of
the graves contained high-class artefads that
indicated the burial of a lady of high status,
hence the reference on the plague to a Saxon
Princess

At 9.30am on Saturday, November 25" 20086,
Bucks Courty Courcil Deputy Leader, Bill
Chapple, (seded right) held a small ceremony
to mark the completion d the works.

Brian Ing, Bob Fletcher, Brian Harris and Eddy
Evans, the seda construction crew on the seat.
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The plague on Saxon Bridge

Althowgh the timing for the ceremony was
unwualy early, the weaher was quite
remarkable — at 9.1%m it was pouring with
rain bu by 9.30am it was blue skies for the
next hou and then the rain set in for the rest of
the morning.

After the ceemony, al present were welcomed
at the Old Redory to a superb foodand drink.



Site Seaurity

The BW Watermate padlock onthe outer gate a the cat tradk entrance was recently stolen. This was
probably someone with a BW Watermate key so it has been necessary to replaceit with a padlock with
aunique key. Will al present keyholders ensure that they obtain a wpy of the new key from me to
add to their present set of restoration site keys. This makes my pleato leave padlocks and chains
seaure rounda gate bar by whoever opens a gate even more esential.

E-mail

The number of e-mail recipients of this newsletter is growing. If you give me arequest for e-mail
transmisson | will do so bu please let me know if the atacdhment does not arrive. Transmisson
seansto have improved recently.

Wendover Trust Mugs

Please seeRay Orth or myself if youwant Trust mugs. They are bore dchina, £6 each, two for £11.50
or four for £22.1f you have not seen them, they commemorate the opening of Phase | with a view
through Little Tring Bridge on badh sides with *‘Wendower Arm Trust 2005 underneath.

Insurance
It isincumbent on anyone, regardlessof age, to inform the Trust in writing if they suffer from
any medical condition that could in any way affed their ability to carry out their work as a

Trust Work Party Volunteer.

General Notes.

All voluntees receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Hedth and
Safety requirements for the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trugt; if you leave
the working parties for any reason, dease return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is nat on site, lives in Pitstone and can be
contaded on 07973 411176 heis at home.

Hard hats for use & all times and hgh visibility jadkets to be worn onsites with mobile plant in use
are kept in the store & Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the
store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are er
defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete bre&ers
andthelike. Individual voluntea's must provide their own footwear with reinforced toecaps.

We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when we ae hiring plant or taking delivery
of ready-mix concrete early in the morning. There are bre&ks for morning coffedtea, paded lunch
and afternoontedcoffee. We take our own food and drinks. However, do nat fee boundby these
times, as half aday is better than no relp at all.

PS.

Most work party voluntees will appredate the comment to Father Christmas on the front page but
for those nat in the ‘know’, one of our members who shall be nameless was resporsible for the
finished towpaths in Stage 1 and was regularly ribbed by other volunteers at the rabbit holes
appeaing from time to time in his finished towpath. He was even seen ladng the holes with human
hair obtained from his barber that he had been informed was a rabhit deterrent!
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