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WORKING PARTY NEWS
As another year approaches we have been taking stock of Phase II. As expected, the weather conditions have called a halt to profiling and lining at Drayton Beauchamp except for using surplus ready-mix concrete from the footbridges to continue capping over the pipe trench where the reinforcement and formwork is already prepared for pouring.

At the footbridge sites, we have been renewing our acquaintance with both base and wall formwork that has been stored in the hut since our last pour in November 2003 - two years ago!
Ken Graves has refurbished the timber shuttering that was showing signs of old age after 75 pours in Phase I using shutter ply left over from the by-pass works donated to us by Balfour Beatty. He has also made some improvements as a result of our experience during Phase I. Some of you will remember that several modifications were also made during Phase I, again the result of experience. Eddy Evans has reconditioned all the fastenings and fittings for the steel formwork for the wall upstand as well as the two poker vibrator units. Many thanks, Eddy and Ken.

A change in the method of wall construction has been made necessary. When our 'Purchasing Manager', Ron Pittaway was ordering all the materials necessary for more wall construction, he was unable to obtain the wide dovetail water bar that we used at the rear of the wall joints. There was none available in the UK and even if obtainable from mainland Europe, there was no firm delivery date. We therefore decided to use the 25mm x 2Omm Bentonke strip (that we use for the joint between the wall and base) in the vertical wall joints so Ken Graves made the timber formers fixed to the stop end boards to form the necessary groove.

Footbridges 4 and 4A
As reported in the last newsletter, the blinding for the narrows walls for both footbridges has been completed and now the base of both walls for bridge 4 have been cast and at the January work party it is hoped to cast both walls of bridge 4 and the first base of bridge 4A. The intention is to finish the necessary work needed to install the two timber footbridges by the end of April.

We have also started to clear the area of trees required to lay a footpath up to the offside steps of bridge 4.

The two footbridges have been manufactured by Martin Childs Ltd. at their works in Suffolk and have been inspected by Ron Pittaway, Ray Orth and myself to our satisfaction. To avoid storing the bridges in the open, the firm are storing them in their premises until we call for delivery in April/May when the foundations are ready.

The intention is to construct the main framework of the two footbridges over the first May Bank Holiday weekend but it must be stressed that, due to the Health & Safety aspect, this is a task that will be very carefully planned and limited to a small team of volunteers who have been very carefully briefed on the overall operation.

A meeting has been held with Herts County Council and Dacorum Borough Council representatives to agree the diversions that are required for the two footpaths crossing at the bridges. The normal cost of diversion orders is in the order of £3,000 to £5,000 pounds per diversion, i.e. up to £10,000! Fortunately, although HCC have declined to give us a grant towards footbridge 4A, they are waiving the diversion costs for the two bridges.

The cost of the two footbridges and supporting narrows is estimated to be around £26,000 (excluding any diversion order costs) and it is very gratifying to report that we have already received over £20,000 in grants and donations specifically for these bridges.

The former Herts County  Council tip at bridge 4A

The footpath that crosses the canal at footbridge 4A approaches from the west alongside an old rubbish tip that then extends along the offside of the canal for some 150 metres towards Little Tring in the form of a high, steep bank. There is no BW boundary fence on the offside although it is known from old plans that the footpath was on BW land at the top of the canal bank when the canal was in water. The land on the offside is owned by HCC and I have had a meeting with their Land Agent, John Hunt, and their tenant farmer, Keith Slade, and agreed with them that the Trust will consolidate the bottom of the tip bank by tipping at least one metre of spoil right up to the face of the tip. The tip is not moving towards the canal at present, other than loose debris falling down the slope, but the whole tip area is sinking due to decomposition of rubbish tipped in the I 1950/60s. When all is complete it will be necessary to erect a post and wire fence on the boundary.

This will mean clearing the area of (mainly) old elder trees, perhaps a job for KESCRG who are joining us over the first May Holiday weekend.

Phase II at Drayton Beauchamp
As already reported, this work is in abeyance until the weather changes for the better. A supply of concrete blocks, solid and hollow have been delivered for when we are ready to start trial lining.

Little Tring
Ken Graves and his team successfully planted the new hedge across the tip in the triangle at Little Tring at the December work party. A farm gate still has to be purchased and installed to give access to the tip for our plant.

There is still a job for the ladies in March when we intend to 'nip the thistles in the bud' over the area behind the winding hole in front of the new hedge.

Web Site
The address of the Trust Restoration web site managed by Oliver Revel (that is linked to the main Trust site) is:

http://www.wendovercanal.plus.com
E-mail

I have received several requests for this newsletter to be sent to readers by e-mail, this does save the Trust postage costs.  I am quite happy to do this but I have had cases where the attachment, a Microsoft WORD file has not arrived with the e-mail.  I recently had a problem with a 4mb attachment sent to me and had to download it directly from the server, not via Microsoft OUTLOOK. My server help line tells me that there can be problems with any file over 1mb.

If you give me a request for e-mail transmission I will do so but please let me know if the attachment  arrives or not. If it does not arrive I will then make a second attempt but if this fails will send the newsletter by post.
Wendover Trust Mugs

If you did not have the chance to buy mugs at the Festival, Brian Ing, Ray Orth or myself have them for sale. They are bone china, £6 each, two for £11.50 or four for £22. If you did not see them, they commemorate the opening of Phase I with a view through Little Tring Bridge on both sides and ‘Wendover Arm Trust 2005’ underneath

Insurance

As some of us are not as young as we were (!), I took up the matter of age against insurance with the IWA who insure us and confirmed that there is the well known lower age limit of sixteen but there is no upper age limit, but it is incumbent On anyone, regardless of age, to inform the Trust in writing if they suffer from any medical condition that could in any way affect their ability to carry out their work as a Trust Work Party Volunteer.

User Manuals will be updated to include this requirement so that, when you sign that you have read your manual, or amendments to it, you will acknowledge your responsibility in this matter. Any incident arising from an undeclared medical condition will not be covered by the Trust's insurance.
General Notes.
All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements for the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the working parties for any reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives nearby and can be contacted on 07973 411176 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.
