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Phase 2 - Remedial work to the Drayton Beauchamp bund.
This work was completed at the nine-day October work party and the state of the Nuttalls bund was, if anything, worse than we had expected.
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On the offside the Nuttalls' lining only came as far as the face of the sump and only barely to final water level, 8" above the top of the sump. The end of a gabion had to be exposed to be able to overlap with the Bentonite already laid. Although the length from the stop planks at Drayton Beauchamp Bridge to the bund was pumped as dry as possible, water (and small fish!) continued to drain through the gabion. The fish were rescued and the water pumped into the sump as shown above. It was possible to fully line the gap between the offside bank and the sump with Bentonite and construct a gabion wall from the waterside of the sump back into the new offside bank. The puddle clay in the bund was in solid lumps, never having been 'puddled'

It has been provisionally agreed with BW that the sump will be left in place after restoration as access to the pipe so a 'narrows' for navigation will be required at this point.
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 On the towpath side the Bentonite and felt laid by Nuttalls can be seen top right of the picture above and it extended down under the base of a stone filled gabion again leaving us very little overlap with the new Bentonite lining after the bund had been excavated back to the face of the sump. Although it was possible to make a waterproof seal for the bed of the canal it was extremely difficult to reinstate a 100% waterproof bund and there is a slight seepage on this side but not enough to cause concern. After the area was fully excavated, the short stretch of pipe trench from the sump that had not been capped was completed, 4Om of capping has now been completed.

The bund is now fully restored so that work can continue with lining the canal bed towards Little Tring but it took nine days of very hard and difficult work to complete it, time that could have been better spent on Phase II restoration.

Phase2  stage2 lining from  4100m to 4421m ( Drayton Beauchamp sump )
Work on the first 50 metres of lining, authorised by the Trust Council as a test section has been held up by the remedial work to Nuttalls' bund but has proceeded far enough for design decisions on the Phase II relining to be taken.

1. Bulk excavation to the profile required for laying the Bentomat lining is fairly straightforward although it involves a great deal of transport of excavated material by dumper. In general, the towpath side can be cut to finished profile, the bed left about 4" to 6" above final level and some spoil tipped on the offside where the bank needs to be made up.

2. The 2 metre wide excavation for the reinforced concrete raft over the pipe trench is then excavated and formwork, damp proof membrane and reinforcement laid for casting the 150mm deep slab of ready-mix concrete. Laying the ready-mix concrete involves transhipping it from the delivery vehicle to dumpers at Little Tring where a special ramp has been excavated and then transporting it, currently over a mile, to the work site. The only consolation is that this distance will reduce as work progresses.

3. The first problem to arise is that tipped material on the offside needs to consolidate before the final profile can be trimmed. The solution is to carry out I & 2 above well ahead of the final offside trim leaving at least six months for consolidation and then trim to final profile on the bed and offside bank.

4. The next operation is to lay the Bentomat lining, 5 metre wide strips, one on each bank with an overlap in the bed of the canal. No problems arise over this although care has to be taken to provide a reasonable bed on which to place it.

5. The bed of the canal is then covered with 300mm of consolidated spoil. Again, no problems

6. On the banks either side the prototype design was to lay mattress gabions filled with spoil but lined with an artificial sheet of fibre to retain the spoil. This was chosen because it is cost effective and uses up surplus spoil. After laying two mattress gabions, the considered opinion of our volunteers is that this is not the way to proceed because they are very difficult to fill and consolidate effectively and provide the necessary weight to compress the Bentomat, filling and lacing the gabions is very time consuming and the wire cage of the gabions will be very exposed to damage by passing craft. Various options are being investigated and priced although it is fair to say the hollow concrete blocks are currently the favourite option although this will increase the cost.

It is the intention, as lining work proceeds, to construct bunds at fairly short intervals so the re-watering can proceed as quickly as possible and keep the Bentomat wet and allow the planting of aquatic plants in easy stages as work progresses.

Phase 2 stage 8 footbridge 4
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As you can see from the picture above the blinding concrete was laid on the 5th October 2005 and it is hoped to pour the 1st base in November.

The base formwork is ready and a work party on 27th October 2005 are going to bend reinforcement for the footbridge walls. It may even be possible to pour the first base at the November work party but is this depends on delivery of safety fencing and having enough volunteers to cope with all the work in hand.

The timber footbridge, in kit form, is on order for delivery by the end of the year.

Phase II - Stage 9 Footbridge 4A
We still have not heard from the footpath authority, Herts County Council, whether or not they are going to fund this bridge despite the original request made in November 2004. The blinding for the narrows for this bridge was also finished on Wednesday 5th October 2005. The financing of the bridge itself is now assured. John Savage, our Publicity Officer, heard that the Chiltern Conservation Group have a pot of grant money and successfully applied for a grant for this bridge and £9,400 has been awarded.

This footbridge has been placed on order together with bridge 4 to obtain a quantity price.

Phase II - Stage 7 Towpath wall from 2363m to 2600m

This work is not priority but commenced at the Festival last May so as to have restoration work in progress adjacent to the Festival site. It will be useful as a 'hospital' job if weather conditions disrupt the access road to the main site and at future festivals to show the public we are doing something rather than ask them to walk the l ¼  miles  to Drayton Beauchamp. There  has been no progress since the last festival.

Work Parties

There is a great deal to do at the work parties during this winter if we are to keep to our restoration programme.

In particular there is removal of rabbit guards and trimming of the towpath hedge in November and planting the new hedge across the tip in December. Ken Graves will be looking after this work - if there are any ladies among our volunteers who would like to help Ken, do please let him know when you can come (01494 563813). Another job for the ladies will be in March 2006 when we intend to 'nip the thistles in the bud' over the area behind the winding hole in front of the new hedge.

Apart from working on the excavation/lining at Drayton Beauchamp, there are safety fences to put up along the towpath at Drayton Beauchamp and at the site of Bridge 4, both to protect the public.

It is also hoped to assemble the reconditioned formwork for the first base of Footbridge 4 and even pour the base on Monday 7th November 2005.

You will see from the Date for Working Parties that we have an ambitious workload but keeping to this programme depends on our volunteers so please let us know you are coming if at all possible.

Restoration Manuals

Will all volunteers (who have not already done so) please present their Restoration Manuals to Ray Orth at the earliest possible opportunity to enable central records to be updated.

Web Site
The address of the Trust Restoration web site managed by Oliver Revel (that is linked to the main Trust site) is:

http://www.wendovercanal.plus.com
E-mail

I have received several requests for this newsletter to be sent to readers by e-mail, this does save the Trust postage costs.  I am quite happy to do this but I have had cases where the attachment, a Microsoft WORD file has not arrived with the e-mail.  I recently had a problem with a 4mb attachment sent to me and had to download it directly from the server, not via Microsoft OUTLOOK. My server help line tells me that there can be problems with any file over 1mb.

If you give me a request for e-mail transmission I will do so but please let me know if the attachment  arrives or not. If it does not arrive I will then make a second attempt but if this fails will send the newsletter by post.
Wendover Trust Mugs

If you did not have the chance to buy mugs at the Festival, Brian Ing, Ray Orth or myself have them for sale. They are bone china, £6 each, two for £11.50 or four for £22. If you did not see them, they commemorate the opening of Phase I with a view through Little Tring Bridge on both sides and ‘Wendover Arm Trust 2005’ underneath

Insurance
As some of us are not as young as we were (!), I took up the matter of age against insurance with the IWA who insure us and confirmed that there is the well known lower age limit of sixteen but there is no upper age limit, but it is incumbent on anyone, regardless of age, to inform the Trust in writing if they suffer from any medical condition that could in any way affect their ability to carry out their work as a Trust Work Party Volunteer.

User Manuals will be updated to include this requirement so that, when you sign that you have read your manual, or amendments to it, you will acknowledge your responsibility in this matter. Any incident arising from an undeclared medical condition will not be covered by the Trust's insurance.
General Notes.
All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements for the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the working parties for any reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives nearby and can be contacted on 07973 411176 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.
