       [image: image1.png]


                 THE WENDOVER ARM TRUST

                                                               WORKING PARTY NEWS

   ISSUE 50                                                                                                                                           August 2005

-

-

Festival 2005

Firstly I have a very pleasant correction to make to the last issue of this newsletter when I reported that our Hon. Treasurer, John Brooman, expected the Festival profits to be at least £40,000 but he would be surprised if it is not more. Well, he was right in a way, as the profit, subject to final receipts/bills, currently stands at a staggering £57,387.46! We restorers who spend the money are most grateful to all concerned with running the Festival and it compares well with the £20,000 profit per annum from the Festival that I have used in my cash flow projections for Phase II. That said, we have to take into account that wet weather could severely dent our profits in future years.

Phase II - Stage 1 lining from 4100m to 4421m(Drayton Beauchamp sump)
This work has commenced and we have now capped two lengths of the old pipe trench with a reinforced concrete slab as well as rough profiling a short length of canal bed to the new profile. In the main the excavation consists of removing spoil from the towpath side and the bottom of the canal putting the surplus spoil either on the offside bank that needs building out or carting surplus to Whitehouses where the bed is extra wide and we can lose spoil on the offside. It is important to build up spoil where it is required on the offside and leave time for it to consolidate before laying the Bentonite lining. As the offside fill is over the capping to the pipeline in many places, the capping is a priority item. 

As explained in the last newsletter it has not been possible to lay any lining until the failure by BW’s Contractor, Nuttalls, to line under the bund at Drayton Beauchamp has been corrected at our October work party so that we can connect up with lining under the bund and carry on towards Little Tring..

Barry Martin has calculated that, at the present rate of capping the pipe trench Phase II will take 12 years to complete! True, but at future work parties we hope to cap two or three times the length of trench. Nevertheless, the failure by Nuttalls to take the lining under the bund will have cost us the best part of six months delay, possibly more as the lost time is in summer months when we make better progress.

When the bund at Drayton Beauchamp is re-installed in October it is the intention to lay a 12” pipe through the bund with a temporarily sealed sluice so that, when re-lining has progressed a reasonable distance towards Little Tring, another bund can be constructed over the lining (with a similar pipe/sluice through it) and water let in to the present level at Drayton Beauchamp. Water will still pass through to Tringford via the pipeline entering at the Drayton Beauchamp sump. This process will be repeated as work progresses and will keep the Bentonite wet and allow the canal edges to be planted with aquatic species thus creating a natural margin on each side of the canal other than where visitor moorings are constructed.

Phase II - Stage 8  Footbridge 4

The position with this footbridge is that we have the funding nearly all in place thanks to Pat Saunders’ gift of over £2,000, an anonymous donation of £8,000 (gift aided so worth over £10,400) and other donations such that the cost is largely covered. We will be asking for further donations entitling the donors to have a small plaque embedded in the footbridge treads and this should complete the funding.  

This bridge is going to be sited a few yards west of the present footpath crossing in order not to interfere with the abutments of the old No 4 swing bridge that are to be retained/restored as an heritage structure. 

The bridge will be positioned such that it spans the underground pipeline with 4.5 metre narrows with the standard reinforced concrete wall on either side. The towpath wall will eventually be extended 50 metres west as the visitor mooring that is part of Stage 4. It is intended to prepare for the blinding under the walls for the narrows at the September work party and lay the concrete blinding at the October work party at which time we may also be able to cast the bases for these walls, weather permitting. This work will not interfere with the towpath or the footpath crossing over the canal bed but will require chestnut fencing along the edge of the towpath.

Ron Pittaway has the ordering of the footbridge in hand and the intention is to have it delivered around the end of the year. It is in kit form and the firm have invited us to visit their works when it is taken apart for delivery so that we can see how to put it together again on site. This is work that can be undertaken early in 2006 without the weather interfering – other than torrential downpours!

Phase II - Stage 9  Footbridge 4A

We still have not heard from the footpath authority, Herts County Council, whether or not they are going to fund this bridge. It has been agreed by the Trust Council that a bridge is essential rather than revert to the original course of the footpath alongside the offside to bridge 4. It has therefore been agreed that we will progress this work in parallel with bridge 4 although work on the blinding is not likely to start until October.

The price for two footbridges is very competitive if ordering two identical bridges at the same time and there is a possibility that, if HCC do not give the Trust a grant, money for the footbridge (not the narrows) will be available from another source. We can also ask for donations with plaques for this bridge.

Phase II - Stage 7  Towpath wall from 2363m to 2600m

This work is not priority but commenced at the Festival so as to have restoration work in progress adjacent to the Festival site in May. It will be useful as a ‘hospital’ job if weather conditions disrupt the access road to the main site and at future festivals to show the public we are doing something rather than ask them to walk the 1¼ miles to Drayton Beauchamp.

Phase II – Re-conditioning formwork for reinforced concrete walls

Ken Graves has been busy re-conditioning the timber formwork for the base of the reinforced concrete walls and ran the July work party where this work was continued. This work will continue but will have to take second place to the site work at Drayton Beauchamp at the September work party. This formwork will be required at the October work party for casting the bases for the footbridge narrows. The ply sheets given to us by Balfour Beatty, the contractor for the Aston Clinton by-pass, have been ideal for re-facing our panels after 75 pours in Phase I.

Eddy Evans has also re-conditioned the two poker vibrators and the clamps for the steel formwork for casting the walls.

Thank you both.

Phase II – Remedial work to the Drayton Beauchamp bund. 

This work is to be carried out at the nine day October work party and broadly is as follows:  

· BW will install stop planks at Drayton Beauchamp Bridge.

· Pump the canal dry between the bridge and the sump using our own pumps.

· Excavate into the present bund to expose the ‘Nuttals’ lining back to correct bed level initially with an excavator but by then by hand to avoid damage to the lining.

· Ensure that the profile is correct through the site of the bund through to our already excavated bed.

· Lay the reinforced concrete capping from the sump to the capping already laid.

· Lay Bentomat lining through the site of the bund lapping over the existing lining.

· Lay 300mm spoil over the horizontal bed of the canal including the bund Bentomat core.

· Lay gabions on sloping sides of canal bed but with the bund Bentomat core between adjacent gabions to preserve a water seal.

· Fill gabions with spoil.

· Install bund using coil rolls and spoil fill with Bentomat core and with 12” dia. Pipe through bund with  a temporarily seal.

· BW will remove stop planks and re-water from bridge to sump.

We will then be able to carry on with laying lining and gabions that should have been possible when we started Phase II in April this year.

Phase II – Help from WRG and other bodies. 

I was very disappointed this year to have to turn down offers of help from WRG branches, KESCRG, RAF Halton and other bodies because we are still on a learning curve with Phase II, this also being delayed because of the problem with the bund at Drayton Beauchamp.

By next year I am hopeful that it will be ‘full steam ahead’ with Phase II and that offers of help at our regular monthly work parties will be forthcoming. The Scout Hall is normally available for accommodation. I also hope that we can man a working week fairly early in August 2006 when the Scout Hall is available throughout a week when regular meetings are not taking place.

Radio 4 Tales of the Towpath

You may recall that we had a visit from Radio 4 last Autumn and some of us were interviewed about the restoration and boating in general.  The producer, Sue Davis, has just phoned me to say that the programme will be repeated on Thursday 8th September 2005 at 23.30 hours. Late bedtime listening or a tape recording if you missed it last time.

Restoration Manuals

Will all volunteers (who have not already done so) please present their Restoration Manuals to Ray Orth at the earliest possible opportunity to enable central records to be updated.

Walk an Arm’s Length

The Trust will be holding the annual sponsored walk on Sunday 4th September. The work at Drayton Beauchamp will be under public scrutiny as well as the initial work on Bridge 4 narrows at Whitehouses. Our Fund Raising Director, Hubert Prescott will be at Whitehouses inviting £50 donations for the footbridge that will entitle donors to a small plaque inset in one of the bridge floor treads.

Web Site

The address of the Trust Restoration web site managed by Oliver Revel (that is linked to the main Trust site) is: 

 http://wendovercanal.org.uk/
E-mail

I have received several requests for this newsletter to be sent to readers by e-mail, this does save the Trust postage costs.  I am quite happy to do this but I have had cases where the attachment, a Microsoft WORD file has not arrived with the e-mail.  I recently had a problem with a 4mb attachment sent to me and had to download it directly from the server, not via Microsoft OUTLOOK. My server help line tells me that there can be problems with any file over 1mb.

If you give me a request for e-mail transmission I will do so but please let me know if the attachment  arrives or not. If it does not arrive I will then make a second attempt but if this fails will send the newsletter by post.

Wendover Trust Mugs

If you did not have the chance to buy mugs at the Festival, Brian Ing, Ray Orth or myself have them for sale. They are bone china, £6 each, two for £11.50 or four for £22. If you did not see them, they commemorate the opening of Phase I with a view through Little Tring Bridge on both sides and ‘Wendover Arm Trust 2005’ underneath.

General Notes.
I was just about to print this newsletter when I noticed that it was Issue 50!  Issue 1 was in June 1997, just after the Festival when we started fencing round the site to commence Phase I, over eight years ago.  How time flies. 

General Notes.
All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements for the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the working parties for any reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives nearby and can be contacted on 07973 411176 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.

                                        DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

DATE
WORKING AT
WORK TO BE DONE

Friday 2nd September 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling.

Bridge 4 narrows excavation/blinding

Saturday 3rd September 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling.

Bridge 4 narrows excavation/blinding

Sunday 4th September 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling.

Bridge 4 narrows excavation/blinding

Monday 5th September 2005
Drayton Beauchamp
Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Saturday 1st October 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Removal and reinstatement of Nuttalls bund.

Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding

Sunday 2nd October 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Removal and reinstatement of Nuttalls bund.

Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding

Monday 3rd October 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Removal and reinstatement of Nuttalls bund.

Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding

Tuesday 4th October 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Removal and reinstatement of Nuttalls bund.

Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Wednesday 5th October 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Removal and reinstatement of Nuttalls bund.

Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Thursday 6th October 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Removal and reinstatement of Nuttalls bund.

Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Friday 7th October 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Removal and reinstatement of Nuttalls bund.

Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Saturday 8th October 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Removal and reinstatement of Nuttalls bund.

Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Sunday 9th October 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Removal and reinstatement of Nuttalls bund.

Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Friday 4th November 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Saturday 5th November 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Sunday 6th November 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Monday 7th November 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Friday 2nd December 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Saturday 3rd December 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Sunday 4th December 2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Monday 5th Decembev2005
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
Excavation and profiling. Concrete capping to pipeline.

Bridge 4/4A narrows excavation/blinding/bases

Roger Leishman, Restoration Director.  7 Hall Park, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 2NU.

                                                                 (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail roger leishman)

WORK PARTY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE TO DECEMBER 2005

Date
Location





2005






Fri 2 Sep
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
K Graves

P Cardy
B Harris
B Matraves

Sat 3 Sep
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
K Graves

P Cardy
B Fletcher


Sun 4 Sep
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
B Harris

P Cardy
B Matraves


Mon 5 Sep
Drayton Beauchamp
R Orth
K Graves

B Martin
B Harris
B Matraves

Sat 1 Oct
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
P Cardy



Sun 2 Oct
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
P Cardy



Mon 3 Oct
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
P Cardy



Tue 4 Oct
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
P Cardy



Wed 5 Oct
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
P Cardy



Thu 6 Oct
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
P Cardy
B Lansley


Fri 7 Oct
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
P Cardy
B Lansley


Sat 8 Oct
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth
P Cardy



Sun 9 Oct
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman
P Cardy
B Lansley


Fri 4 Nov
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman




Sat 5 Nov
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth






Sun 6 Nov
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman




Mon 7 Nov
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman




Fri 2 Dec
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman




Sat 3 Dec
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman




Sun 4 Dec
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth






Mon 5 Dec
Drayton Beauchamp

Whitehouses
R Orth

R Leishman




  (……….) Indicates provisional

There is a shortage of volunteers for the September Work Party and it is important that we know the numbers for the October week. Please ring Ray Orth as soon as possible if you can help in order that the work can be planned and also the necessary orders placed for plant and ready-mix concrete.  

The name of the person in charge on a particular day/site is printed in italics.

P Bowers         01255 504540 or 07880 744730            E Evans     01628 526237 or 01628 526898

R Leishman     01442 874536 or 07850 170858            R Orth       01494 786868 or 07733 092034

R Pittaway     01296 630968 or 07946 484156            K Graves   01494 563813
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